Writing in the Garden

Angela F. Foster

Candace Simar

Writing Class & Retreat for All Genres
“Description - Beyond the Cliché”
AND
“Our Best Writing Tips”
With Prize-Winning Author Candace Simar
And Writing Instructor Angela Foster

Cost $45
Tuesday, August 28, 2012
9:00 a.m. To 4:30 p.m.
Brainerd-Baxter, MN

This day of learning, writing and creativity is suitable for all genres. The retreat will be
held Tuesday, August 28, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: 6584 Parkville Circle, Baxter, MN 56425
Writer and artist, Bev Abear, has offered her home and gardens for this unique writing
retreat and class.
Our day together will be productive, but casual and fun! The morning sessions will
include instruction on moving beyond cliché in scene, setting, and dialogue, followed by
a writing assignment (in the garden or inside Bev’s beautiful home). The afternoon
sessions will include another writing assignment and discussion of Candace’s publishing
journey. We’ll wrap up with our best writing tips learned through years of study.
What else? Angela will meet briefly with each student to discuss the first page of a
writing piece or poem. To receive a critique of your work, please email a first page to
angelafoster22@yahoo.com.
Cost for the entire day is $45 and includes coffee, iced-tea and water. Bring a bag lunch
and paper and pen (or laptop). Space is limited, so please reserve your spot soon. Mail
your $45 check, along with your name, address, phone number and email (if available)
to: Angela Foster, 30036 St. Croix Road, Pine City, MN 55063
Questions? Phone
Angela at 320-629-6085
Angela Foster holds an MFA (Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing) from Pine Manor
College in Boston, MA. She teaches memoir at The Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis,
MN. Her work has been published in Poetry Midwest, Lake Country Journal, Dust and
Fire, Minnesota Literature, Talking Stick, The Drum Literary Magazine and others.
Candace Simar nurtures a passion for Minnesota History. She has published THE
ABERCROMBIE TRAIL SERIES: ABERCROMBIE TRAIL 2009, POMME DE
TERRE 2010; BIRDIE 2011, and BLOOMING PRAIRIE 2012. BIRDIE received
the 2012 Spur Award for best juvenile fiction set in the west.
Below are comments from Angela’s students:
“I love Angela’s teaching style. She is so approachable and has such an easy way of
imparting knowledge.”
“Very good class. Angela was/is great. Made me think and get my creative juices going,
inspiring me to write.”
“Angela is an easy listen—her style is smooth and she made the time fly.”

Schedule:
Individual sessions with Angela will be scheduled as time permits, continuing after hours
if necessary.
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Get acquainted while we tour Bev’s garden.
9:30 am. - 10:15 a.m. Move beyond cliche in scene and setting!
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Time to write! Description assignment and discussion.
11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Break
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon Moving beyond cliche with dialogue! We’ll talk about the use
of body language, subtext and the important role scene plays in well-written dialogue.
12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. Break for lunch. Remember to bring a bag lunch. Coffee, tea and
water provided.
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Dialogue assignment and discussion.
2:00 p.m. – 2:45p.m. Journey to Publication. Candace will discuss the publication of
her four books and answer questions about the process.
2:45p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Break.
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Our best writing tips! Candace and Angela have attended many
writing conferences and classes. We’ll be sharing the best writing tips we have learned
from our many talented teachers.
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Final thoughts and wrap up!

